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Respondents.

BECKER, J. — Plaintiff took a fall when leaving a store and landed at the
bottom of a set of stairs. Although she cannot remember what caused her to
lose her footing, expert testimony creates a genuine issue of fact as to whether
the absence of required handrails was a proximate cause of her injuries. The

order dismissing her suit on summary judgment is reversed.
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Viewed in favor of plaintiff Virginia Mehlert, the nonmoving party, the
record establishes the following facts. Mehlert visited the Mariners Team Store
in downtown Seattle on March 22, 2012. At the time, the front of the store was
configured as shown in the photograph below.! Three concrete steps led up
from the sidewalk to a landing; the landing connected to a carpeted vestibule; the
vestibule led to the door. The top stair was 76 inches wide. A 37-inch wide
plywood ramp was placed over the stairs to make the store accessible by
wheelchair. On each side of the ramp was a raised edge strip, measuring 1 inch
in width and 2 inches in height. There were no handrails adjacent to the ramp or

the stairs.

Mehlert remembers that when she left to go to another store, she pushed

the door open and turned to say goodbye to a store employee. “| took one or two

" The “sale” sign most likely was not there on the day of Mehlert’s visit.
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